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California Competes: 
Higher Education for a Strong Economy

Higher education is both a vaccine 
and an antidote against economic 
stagnation and social stratification.



Postsecondary to Prosperity



Report & Factsheets



Where you live and your 
demographic characteristics 
shape your likelihood of 
being able to thrive.



WHO IS FLOURISHING?

WHO IS STRUGGLING?



Criteria 
for Metrics:

Meaningfully related to 
higher education, 

employment, or prosperity

Can be presented by region

Data publicly available 
(one exception)



Primary (Substantive) Data Sources

California Department of 
Education

American Community 
Survey

IPEDS

California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office

California Employment 
Development Department

US College Scorecard

CollegeAPP

County Business Patterns



Supplementary 
Data Sources 

Self-Sufficiency Standard

CIP to SOC crosswalk

Geographic datasets

Commuting zones



Potential Future Additions

New metrics (e.g., 
broadband internet, 

certifications, student aid)

Trend data

Smaller geographical 
breakdowns 

(e.g., zip code)

Additional disaggregation 
(e.g., retention by 

race/ethnicity and gender)

Additional groups 
(e.g., formerly 

incarcerated persons)



Higher Education 
Coordinating Entity Financial Aid

Statewide Longitudinal 
Data System

Regional 
Disparities

How can state policy advance opportunity?

Access and Success 
for Adults



Visit the 
California 
Postsecondary 
to Prosperity Dashboard
www.californiacompetes.org/p2p

@CalCompetes

@SuJinJez

@David_Radwin



Bonus slides

Higher 
Education



Dashboard
Overview



12-Month 
Enrollment



12-Month 
Enrollment



12-Month 
Enrollment



Retention, 
Graduation, and 

Diversity



Most Commonly 
Completed 
Programs



Awards in High-Wage, High-Demand Fields
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